


Women Of Ravensbruck




WOMEN OFF RAVENSRUCK

j-“;: - Ravensbruck was a notorious women's concentration camp &urr’ns world
i -y ; :

War Il, located in Northern Germany, 90 km north of Berlin near the l.f|"‘-:5¢-. aof
' Ravensbruck

! 55 Leader Heinrich Himmler J:wcli_;.un construction of the camp in 19%8. It was

g unusual in that it was a camp primarily for women. Himmler chose the sight

¥y because it was out of the waly and yet still casy to reach.
X j —0me }‘lﬂvr .'iuﬁgcstcd l'J'u: reasons F:Jr' thla wuu|::[ i:rn:cﬂrnc c|car .ﬂ;tr:r the
P camp L]Pcﬂi‘.-t‘l in May, 1939. First, there had been denﬂ. for madical experiments 11-5.
' J:admé-; Nazi doctors for sometime. This camp was sclected as an ideal P]a..:c to
carry out some of the experiments p|anm:4:| because the SUrgeons muu]u:d could
come and 2o with case, and not be r'c|egatr.d to one location. Tlms, in August of
ir 1942, the now Famous experiments using Polish women prisoners, nicl:named,
- ‘Rabbits,* h-:-.y;;m. A total of 74 women would be apernt:d on under this program,
4 under the most inhumane conditions thinkable.

Se c:mdfﬂ_ Resistance movements against the Germans by civilians had
sprung up almost immedl-atr_f:j I:CIHGWIHS Hitler's invasion of Poland. The *final
solution® programs p]amnm:f E’H Hitler ml'tia“H lcr.Ft secret. This allowed the Fian to

br:. |mp|r.mz:.r1tcd on Jews .'md other considered uﬂdehrh!}aln in the most efficient
mannear,

However, the Nazis, and other historians claimad all durins the war and well

.'IF-h:F, that Ravensbruck was not an extarmination camp.

Thanks to brti'vcrﬂ of many, like Germaine Tillion these assertions were
proven untrue, In Facr, Ravensbruck had EZas chambcrﬁ, a Place of Execution, and
a building for prisoners to receive brutal forms of pu nishment and torture. It was
also considered an excellent source of slave labor for the war cfHort.

Ravensbruck was part of the 'nght and Fog"® program that was L{csi‘gn:d
b_r; the Nazis to be able to eliminate their aF:Fun:nl:s without a trace and with
credible demahifitﬂ_ It was under this program that many of the women engaging in

Resistance work :-.:-F:turcd L".‘:i the Nazis were :mpri;nncd at Ravensbruck,

The First prisoners at Ka'w:nsl:rruclu, in 1939 numbered appmnimatdﬂ 200
women. Between 1939 and 1945 over 132,000 female prisoners Passcd through the
Ravensbruck camp system, with around 26,000 of those women bemg Jewish.
Between 15,000 and 32,000 of that total survived. Although inmates came from
every r_q}untrﬂ in (}r_—r'mnn-n-::-:upicd Eurupa, the 13!‘5!:51.‘ mnsl: national group
incarcerate in the camp were Polish women.

There were children in the camp too. At First 'cheH came with mothers who
were clﬂPS-lﬂﬁ or Jews or were born to mprl&nﬁtd women. At First l'|'n:5 came in
small numbers, but reprcscnte& almost all nations of Europe nccupicd b.‘"
(JCF'MFII‘I‘H. Between :-'-"\Prr| and October 1944, their numbers inereased conside rab|H.

I Thcre were m.]|f1|_H two Srﬂu];!s rcspaanc For the increase. One Krnup was Roma




children with their mothers or sisters brought after the Roma camp in Auschwitz-
Birkenau was closed. The other group was brought with Polish mothers sent to
Ravensbruck after the -:.o”apﬁ-n.'. of the Warsaw Uprif.-ns of 1944. Accurate records
were not L'r.Pt of the children but it is estimated their numbers run well into the
hundreds. What the Nazis did to these children is um\p.tﬂ’gablc. Children and
unbarn children received death sentences. Newborn babies were 1mmtdlaft[f}
;—.cF'.-nr.-atr_-d from their mothers and either drown or thrown into a sealed room until
they died. Most of the time this was done in Front of the mother. There are dozens
of t.c,':tirnnn'i:u about children thrown alive into the crematory, buried alive,
Fumancd_ 5t‘ran5|cd or drﬂwn:d. .'.:.H:'h'l:l‘al chltdfcn were uu-r.d Ft.ﬂ' sadistic *medical
t.:-.pe_-.rirncnt;_' Hundreds of little Sirlﬁ, sometimes onfﬂ 8, were sterilized L"_‘:I direct
exposure of scr'l'rtah to X-rays. In the earlH months of Raucnshrur_k, children were
immcdlatclﬂ killed. The 55 doctor and Rosenthal and his _gil'“:rrcﬁd, Gerda
Quernheim, aborted bH force pregnant women. This was done using crude
instruments and bestial methods. ('_'}nlﬂ the strongest of all the children who came
to Ravenshruck survived. Those children had to work nig!'rt and daﬂ with the
women and hclp them with the heaviest labor. OHJH a very few of these children
survived the war.

Every two or three weeks, the 55 commandant of the camp and S5 doctors
Schwarzhuber and Pflaum selected the ill or weak women for transport to
*Mittweida.”

These women had to lift their skirts over the hipa and run in front of the 55
Euarcis and doctors. Women with swollen Fcct, ir'ljurir.:u, SCArs, or those 5im|::'|_:_:| too
weak to run were immcd:’atdg selected for a recovery Pcricd in “Uckermark.” This
‘recovery” pcrind consisted in Fact of beins iaiicd in sealed barracks without
medical care and food until death. But most of the women never arrived in the
Uckermark 'Hnuth camp. - Thcﬂ were 53551:1:' in nFu:r.:iﬂ| vans converted into mobile
gas chambers. The so-called “transport to Mittweida® was an 55 code name for
EassIng. "Mut‘l:wmda' wWas su PP.—;&:& to be a P|ac: where Frinnn:rn could recover
From their slave labor. OF course, like so many other tl‘lil‘ls&, it waujuat a Nazi ruse.

Among the thousands executed EH the Germans at Ravensbruck were Four
female members of the British Warld war 11 ﬂrsanizal:ian Epccia| Dl::nra'ci:cﬂ!-
Executive: Denise Bloch, Cﬂcilﬂ Lefort, Lilian Rolfe and Violette Szabo. Other
execution victims included the Roman Catholic nun Elise Rivet, tlizabeth de
Rothschild (the un'y Rothschild to die in the Holocaust), Russian orthodox nun
5t. Maria Sknbtﬁo?a, the 13-year old French Princess Anne de Bauffremont-
C_{.:-urtenaﬂ and D|5a Benario, wife of the Brazillian Communist leader Luis Carlos
FPrestes. Tl'n: |ar5e5t group of executed women at Ravensbruck was r.omr.loucd DI:
100 young Polish Fatriots who were members of the Home Army.

In 5Fu't{: of the extreme horrors that took Plact at Rau:nsbruck, there was
also what been come to be called, apiritua] resistance. Women Formed surrogate




Familial 10[.‘1!-|_'|r|.-h||': or '.!-JL'rFrt-.-L'I' other prisoners as their sisters. The term ised

ta describe these rn:|.!tl1.'lf'|!-!l1li"."- was "Lager hwestern® or « amp sister
also took the torm ot trying to -.'{IHIIHI.‘-:TI the .'i-'.lHl"rlf'lE._ ot
"

(] '
¢ one anther's spirits ’tl'\rr.u_lql'l creating anc

."rF‘-It-h. resistance
other prisoners. Prisoners tried to lift
gIving small 5.';"':_-:. writing Ir.n.lcrir'LJ and E:~|.:uﬁ_ recipe books, shar Ing information, and
memorizing facts about Families and h.n.qu stories of inmates so that v -r'Tl.J.'in
he ¢ amp The Fact that these kinds ot

everyone would be able to *survive® t
[ LI
ruck was unique to the concentration
1

practices were done r'-.-r.ruwhrrr in Ra

ampes er A
L | '|:|.1:-|I'I|E_l'| 1-:‘.F1|
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GERMAINE TILLION

“All my life | have wanted to understand human nature, the world in which | was

|iwn5 ‘

. Germaine Tillion was born on May 30, 1907 in A"tgrr, Haute-Loire, Mrance

% She spent her youth with her tamily in Clermont-Ferrand.

- She |e{-t. for Paris to studH social aanthr‘opalog&g with Marcel Mauss and
? Louis Massignon, (}btalﬂlns dcgrr.cs from the Bcole Flr:'lthuf: des hautes études,
the Ecole du Louvre, and the INALCO. Four times between 1934 and 1940 she did
fieldwork in A!Eeria, ﬁtudﬂing the Berber and Chaoui Pco]::lc in the Aures region
of northeastern A|gcria__ to prepare For her doctarate in anthropuhgtj.

As she returned te Paris from the Field in 19240, France had been defeated

T

| |D_!:| (:crmunH, As her first act of resistance, she hc||:e:t:| a Jewish f‘arnll_:j b_:j Eiving
them her Fumi[ﬁ‘s papers. She became one of the ]eadlng commanders in the

French Resistance in the network of the Musée de 'Homme in Paris. Her missions

. | included hclp[ng Prisoners to escape and organizing intc”igcncc tor the allied
14 Forces From 1940 to 19421,

On August 1%, 1942, the German Dccupbtin_g_ authorities arrested Germaine
and her n'mt":er, Emilie Ti”n:m, also a resistante, while at a Paris rai|waH station
Robert .""'.lll-.als;F'lJ a maverick Pru.-..',t in the pPay of the Abwehr organization, bctra_:j:d
them. Abwehr had joined Tillion’s resistance organization and _gﬂim:d her
conbidence. Held at the La Santé and Fresnes F.rriuqu!i, an Octaber 21, 194% she
and her mother were l'ran,s]:mrtcd to the infamous women’s concentration camp of
Ravcnsbr{]ck. It was part ol: tl'r.-: 'HiSF'lt and r‘os' program t]-':a{- Was dcmsn:d to

eliminate Pﬂiiticaf oppone nts of Nazism without a trace.

From her arrival on October 22 194% she L.I:Pt a secret diarH in which she

noted humorous observations of dajly events at the camp. To hc|1::r maintain ﬁplrlts

in the bleakest of environme nts, she would often read cxccrptﬁ From her r]iarﬂ to

Fellow prisoners. 5'1: later turned t|'n: c}bﬂcrvntuanﬁ in her d:arH into an c:p¢r:ttas

called *The CameorLer goes to Hell*. At the same time she undertook a Prcuise

ethnographic analysis of the concentration camp.
Her mother was killed in the camp in March 1945, The Swedish Red Cross
rescued Tillion in Al::r:[ of 1945 ]::H an np:ration that had been ncgat:atcd !::_lj rolke

Bernadotte. Tillion bmw:lg 5mu5g,|l:c| the negatives that documented the

cxPchmcnta that had so crut”H been done on Priaun:ru. These were activities that
were vc.'nerncntig denied ]35 the Nazis. After the war she he[Pgd document the fact

that Ravensbrick had been used as one of the Nazi 'Ir.'r”ins machines* thrcus]w Zas
chambers and actual executions. Her voice stood in contrast to other scholars

who were c13imin5 that no gas chambers had existed at Ravensbrick.

Against ineredible Gdds, she survived Ravensbriick, where poasil:ll_g 20,000

women ancl ch||drcn were murd-r,rcd. .5|'|u: attr:buted F':r:r $l|.||"'.ri'|.la| in Rave ns-ljn'j.:k *to




uck , o .:‘ll'!lgl:.l‘, O The aesire to D!"II'IS LNESE CNMES Ll "5"!’, arnd Tlf'lalltj Lo Lhe tHed

of Frlcndshrp'.

in 1973, she Pubhshed Ravensbruck: An eyewitness account of a women's
. _ concentration camp, dctai]ing both her own Pcrﬁcmal experiences as an inmate as
{Eﬁr i well as her rr.mﬂrlca]j!c n’.q_'}ﬂt-l,‘.l‘l‘lPﬂra ry anr] Pnﬁt—war research into the ;unctrﬂr‘llns
ha_ ! of the camps, movements af Prisnn:rs, administrative ﬂFeraI:'rans and covert and

overt crimes committed E'H the 55. She affirmed that executions escalated :a:lt.lrmg,'I
| the waning daﬂs of the War, a chn”uns tribute to the cgjciencH and automated
nature of the Nazi 'Iw.i”ing machines.”

She documents the dual but ::.ﬂnﬂ'rcting purposes of the camps; on the one
hand, to carry out the Final solution as qu:cle as Fpﬁail‘:l:, and on the ather, to
manage a very Fargc and }:lrnFitaHr. slave labor force in """FP':"* of the war effort
{with prmcits repﬂrt'cd|5 going to 55 lcﬂd:l"ﬁ-hlp, a business structure created EH
Himmler himself).

F'lna”tg, she gives ciwi”m; vignettes of prisoners, prison staff, and the
'Prchssinnals' who were central to the nFeratian and execution of r'ncr:;}sl'ng]ﬂ
bizarre Nazi mandates in an attempt to cxp|ﬂrc the twisted Fﬁﬂt]‘lﬂlﬂgﬂ and
ﬂutl‘isht evil behavior of often average FarticJPanI:_-. who were instrumental in
:I“nwihg. and then nurturing the death machines.

After the war she worked on the hlstal’_tj- of the Second World War, the war
crimes of the Nazis and the Soviet Gu[aga From 1945-1954. She started an
education program for Prench prisoners. As a prorcszrc:r of the Bcole des hautes
études en sciences sociales she undertook 20 scientific missions in North Africa
and the Middle East.

She returned to Algcriﬂ in 1954 to observe and analﬂz: the situation at the
brink of the A.|5crian War of
Indep:ndr_ncc. She described as the FrinciFaE cause of the conflict the
pauperization of the Arscrian Fopu'ation. In order to ameliorate the situation, she
launched ‘Social Centers’ in October 1953, intended to make available ]ﬁigh:r
education as well as vocational training to the rural Pnpuiatfun, a”nwing, them to
survive in the cities.

On 4+ Julg 1957 durlng the battle of A|5rcns, she 5ccrr.-|:|5 met with National
Liberation Front leader Yacef Saadi, at the instigation of the latter, to try to end
the ,'-Fira| of executions and indiscriminate attacks. Tillion was among, the first to

denounce the use of torture l:-H French forces in the war.
in later years, she remained vocal on several Fnlitica] topics:

o asﬂinﬁl' the pauperization of the A|5crran Popu|atlon
= against the French use of torture in Aiscria

« for the ern;mc.ipatiun of women in the Mediterranean

In 2004 aiung with several other French intellectuals, she launched a
statement against torture in Iraq.

To celebrate her 100th birthday, her operetta *Le Verfigbar aux

Enfers Fr:micrcd in 2007 at the Théatre du Chatelet in Paris.

She was Honorary Professor at France's School of Advanced Studies in
the Social Sciences (EHESS) at the time of her death on April 18,2008.

Tillion received the Fo”ﬂwing honors:
+ Grand-croix de la Légion d'honneur [Cﬁnh* five women ever received this award.
. Grand-Croix de ['Ordre national du Mérite
. Prix mondial Cino Del Dueca (1977
+ Croix de guerre 1939-1945
+ Médaille de la Résistance
» Médaille de la défﬂl’tﬂﬁﬂn et de l'internement pour fFaits de Résistance
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MAYA ANGELO

Maya hngdﬂu. an American author and poet was barn Mar'suzrite Ann
Johnson an Apri! 4,1928 to Vivian and !':-:HJ-:H _Jahhuﬁn, in 5t. Louis, Missouri. She
was nicknamed MEHJ l‘J_q her alder brother f_':.;1||_1j far "m_:m sister.” Her pa rents’
'tIJFF‘H.chHt marriage ended w:ru:n she was r|'|rcc Her I:.ﬂ;'u_-r sent MaHa an{! 1I'u:r
ﬁ-lhlll'lgs to live with his mother, Annie He nci:r&-:ln, in Alabama because she owned a
gcncra| store and made wise, sound financial decisions

However, Maya was destined to lead a remarkable |i¥:-, a life filled with
dm..:cwr.rﬂj pain, Failure, trlumph and wisdom. She is rru]_q a woman of the new ages.

Four years after E‘t‘.lns sent to live with her STnncimnt]'lr.r she and her
r-le_gs were returned to their mc\thrr in St. Laws. At thc age ﬂ’f r.lght, while ||'.-|r|g
with her mother, Angelou was scwua“::; abused and ral:vcd |::_q her mother's
1'*L'|HFJ"'C!H£'J. Mr. Freeman. She told her brother, who told the rest of their anil_:}.
Freeman was found 5u||t_|.j. but was 1'i-'||'|cd ftor CIHIH one &alq. Mour -:I.aH.: after his
release, he was murdered. Arrli_z,rh:u..l'rc-:amc mute For almost five years, b:li:'.-mg‘,
as she has stated, *I thought, my veice killed him; 1 killad that man because | told
his name. And then | thuug_‘iﬁt | would never '.S-F"CJL ;15cn'n because my voice would
kil anyone.” It was ciurmg this prriod of silence that r'm_ge:ir:ru dev:|c|]:|r.d her
extraordinary memory, her love for baoks and literature, and her ability to listen
and ub&:rv: I]"H.- woric{ a rouncl ]‘:er,

bhorﬂ}j after Freeman's murc|1:r. ﬁ-n_i_;eh:ru and her Er::thcr were sent back to
their grandmother. »"mgc[cu credits a teacher and friend of her {am:iH, Mrs
Bertha Flowers, with i':¢|P|n5 her !-Fcair. again Flowers introduced her to authors
such as Charles Dickens, William Shakcspcar:. !.‘.cflgar Allan Poe, Daughs
Johnson, and James Weldon Johnson, authors that would affect her life and
career, as well as black Female artists like Frances HaurF:uL-.r~ Anne SFcnccr, and
Jessie Fauset. When f"\ﬂse[au was 14, she and her brother moved in with their
mother once again. She had since moved to Oakland, California. During World War
I, Maya attended George Washington High School while studying dance and
dramaon a 5E1‘|¢13r91'up at the California Labor School. Before Eraduatmg. she
worked as the first black female streetcar conductor in San Francisco. Three
weeks after r.ornplctl'ng school, at the age of 17, she gave birth to her son, Ciﬂd:
(who later changed his name to Guy Johnson).

In 1991, Angc[au married Greek clcctrician, former sai]orJ and a:-Friring
musician Tosh Ang_;:]ns dcﬁpiie the condemnation of interracial chations.h:Fu. at
the time and the disapproval of her mother. She took modern dance classes during
this time, and met dancers and chclrccgra Frhers Alvin Ailca and Ruth Beckford.
An5c|-|:1u and AiJcH formed a dance team, ca“l'r'rs themselves *Al and Rita*. After
An5c|au‘5 marria_g.: ended in 1954, she danced FFDFC&EiDHa”H in clubs around San
Francisco, mc[udr’ng_ the nightdul‘r The F“erFEc Onion, where she sang and danced
calHFSﬂ music. At the strong suggestion of her managers and supporters at The

I'M WITH YOU KID,
*LET'S GO."
MAYA ANGELOU

LIFE LOVES TO BE TAKEN BY THE LAPEL AND TOLD,

SUCCES IS IMPORTANT.
THRIVING 1S ELEGANT.
MAYA ANGELOU

JUST WHEN THE CATAFPILLAR THOUGF
THE WORLD WAS OVER...

I'T BECAME A BUTTERFLY.

MAYA ANGELOU




F"LH'F‘: Onion she fIW-BI'ISC-d her prD'chsfcnar name to "Maya Ar'-5c|c:u'i a name that
set her a part and {aprurcd the feel of her Ca|m:u5n dance F:r&:rmemccﬁ.

,—‘\ngek:u met novelist James O. Killens in 1959, and at his Urging, moved to
New York to cancentrate on her writing career. She joined the Harlem Writers
'-’.'-u-Fd, where she met several major J‘\Fricamﬁ.m:r'ma.ﬁ authors and was Pu|:\|is|'lcc|
for the first time. In 1960, aFtcr.mcfh’ng civil rrghts leader Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. and F'I!'arlr‘l_ﬂ_; him 5[}1:3':, she and Killens orsanlzcc[ *the |c5nndarﬂ' Cabaret for
Freedom to benefit the Southern Christian Lcadcr&hfp Conference (SCLC), and
she was named 5CLC's Northern Coordinator. Ac c.un:li-ns to scholar Lyman B.
Hﬂsel‘l. her contributions to civil I'lshtﬁ as a fundraiser and SCLC organizer were
successful and 'cminanH effectiver.

An5¢|ﬂr.= next traveled to Accra, Ghana, in Africa. There she met South
African freedom Fighr:r Vusumzi Make; thcg never ﬂﬂ-iciaHH married. She and her
son Guy moved to Cairo with Make where ﬂngr.h::u worked as an associate editor
ata newspaper. [n 1962 her rc|.1t|nn5]-uF with Make cnd:d, and she and Guy
returned to Accra, Ghana. He was to attend cc:"cge., but was a:r::ru!-f_:j injurcr.‘f in
an automobile accident. Angclau remained in Accra for his recovery and Stnyr_d
until 1965.

In Accra, she became close friends with Malcolm X during his visit in the
car|y 19460s. s‘b.ng,ch}u returned to the U.5. in 1965 to h:||::n him build a new civil
risl’:ts Drsaﬂi:atmﬁ. the C’,'Ir_g,anizatian of Afro-American Llnitﬂ-, he was
aﬁﬁ:‘!ssmatcc{ shorﬂy a?t:mard. Dc\-'a-:-tatcd and m:[r'ur-l, nhr. ]oincd h:r brothcr n
Hawaii, where she resumed her sing'rn_s career, and then moved back to Los
Anse]n:ﬁ to focus on her wrihhg career. She acted in and wrote Fr|.335, and
returned to New York in 1967. She met her ]ti[anS friend Rosa Guy and renewed
her Frjcndahip with James Baldwin. Her friend Jerry Purcell Frnvidcd An_gdou with
a ﬁtipend to support her writing. James Baldwin was instrumental in the
Puf:u]i.:atfon of her first autcbingraphg.

In 1968, Martin Luther King asked Angc'cru to organize a march. She asrccd,
but 'Fuatpuncd asain’, and in what Gi":sl::r'c calls *a macabre twist of 'Fatc', King
was assassinated on her 40th ]:irthdaﬂ EAPrii 4). Devastated, she was cncaurasﬂd
out of her dcpreasfﬂn EH her friend James Baldwin. As Gi":spie states, *IF 1968
was a year of great pain, loss, and sadness, it was also the year when America
first witnessed the breadth and dcpth of Maya Angc|ﬂu'5 5Fu'rit and creative

Scniua'. Dcapitc almost no chcrichE, she wrote, Prnduced, and narrated
'E:—|a|:ir.5, l"_-lues. Black!* a tcn-Part series of documentaries about the connection
between blues music and black Americans’ African hcrirasc. Ang_c[nu called this
the *Africanisms still current in the U.5." She Prnduccd it for National Educational
Telavision, the precursor of PBS. Also in 1968, she wrote her first autabiﬂsrath,
I Know Wﬁﬁ the I'C.igr::::lF ﬂar'{f.ﬁmsd, Fub]iul‘u:d in 1969, which |:|rc|l.|5|'1t her

international rccagnitinn and acclaim.

IS THE BUTTERFLY,

WE DELIGHT IN THE BEAUTY THAT

BUT RARELY ADMIT THE CHANGES
IT HAS GONE THROUGH

TO ACHIEVE THAT BEAUTY.

MAYA ANGELOU

MAYA ANGELOD

LET NOTHING DIM THE LIGHT
THAT SHINES WITHIN.
MAYA ANGELOU

eloRg Mace - you belohg
every place - no place at all. The
price is high. The reward is great




a"knsrlu;m then married ex-husband of Germaine Greer, Paul du Feu, in San

FMrancisco in 1973. In the next ten years, she wrote articles, short stories, TV

5C FIF'tF' and rlnrum:-ntancﬁ: :'.IAIJTL'}II'."I;{JHI'."IPFHPH and Putt‘rq_ and Fqu_'lcill-:'f.-ri Ph‘i_LlE-- She

was also named as a visiting -r~r'uF1:_-s.rmr to several -:u“r:scfu and universities, In 1973

she was nominated for a Tony Award for her role in Look Away

She returned to the south in 1981 after r:||~.'|_'rr-::|n5 de Feu. Since then, she
has taught at Wake Forest Llnivcraitﬂ in Winston-5alem, North Carolina, where she

holds the First lifetime Re:_rjnnmlcin Frni:r.s.-ﬂrﬁhl]:: of American Studies.

She ¢ (Jn‘.ui(‘[c red hcra:“: *a teac |'|cr u..hu writes®.

Since the 19905 she has made around r_-ESHtH appearances a year on the
lecture circurt, somethms she continued into her cishtlcs. In 199%, s'&ngt.tq‘}u recited
her poem *On the Pulse of Mornfng‘ at President Bill Clinton's inauguration, the
first poet to make an inaugural recitation since Robert Frost at John I". Kennedy's
inauguration.

with the puh“catlon of 1 Know Wﬁ_y the Cal_e;cd' Bird Sings, An_gc!ou Pub|:c|}j
discussed aspects of her }'Jr_-r.-::maf lite. She has made a deliberate attempt to
4:.1'1;|“cnst the common structure of the au toi:iographﬂ l}ﬂ critrquinS, chansinS. and
f:xpandm‘g the genre,

Maya Ang:rc} has Pubh’si’md seven autmblnsraphlcs, three books of essays,
and several books of poetry, and is credited with a list of PIaHﬂ-J movies, and
television shows spanning more than FEFI‘H years. She has received dozens of
awards and over thirty hﬂﬂurarﬂ doctoral degrees. Angelou is best known for her
series of seven autabio_qra Phics which stretch over time and F!ar_c from Arkansas
to Africa and back to the 5., and from World War 1l to the assassination of
Martin Luther King, Jr. She F-Lrb|ial'|c-:i her seventh autﬂhiugraphy Mom & Me &
Mom in 2013, at the age of 85.

« All my wnrk. my |ch. cve.rﬂt]'rin_n_:_ i do is about aunrw.a[, n-::t_ju:nt bare, awFu[.
|:r|crc:|din5 survival, but survival with grace and taith. while one may encounter many
defeats, one must not be defeated.”

In 1969 Ahgc[ou was hailed as a new kind of memairist, one of the First
African American women who was able to ubliclﬂ discuss her Perﬁ{:n.ﬂ life. Hilton
Als said that Caged Bird marked one of the first times a black autobiogra pher
could, *write about blackness from the inside, without apolaﬁg or defense’.

Als claimed that Angelou's writings, have freed other female writers to
':JFu':n themselves up without shame to the eyes of the world.*

TO THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN UP ON LOVE,

I SAY, *TRUST LIFE A LITTLE BIT.”

| would like

to be known

o
Woman,

d TG S e woman, -

¢} Woman,

by being.
Mava Angelw
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LOIS MAILOU JONES

Lois Mailou Jones was an American thhﬁ.r dur-ng the Harlem Renaissance
who achieved international acclaim.

Born on November 5, 19205 in Boaston, Massaac husetts, Her mother took her
and her brother to Martha's ‘-.’l'nc_qar::l where she became |i'F4.'iGH_E_" friends with
novelist Dorot]wq West. She attended the P'ﬁ_n._:}\ School of Practical Arts in Boston
Meanwhile she IZ-UE}L.' Boston Museum of Fine Arts evening classes and worked as
an apprentice in costume design. She held her first solo exhibition at the age of
I7. From 192% to 1927 she attended the School of the Museum of Fine Arts in
Boston 5tud51r=5 dﬂslgn. I:-ﬂk:rlg, nig_hl: courses at the Boston Normal Art School.
She also I.\ursur.r:l graduate work at the Design Art Sc hool and Harvard University
She continued her education even after };ngmning wur‘nl attcnding classes at
Columbia University and receiving her bachelor's dcgrcc from Howard University
in 1944, gr:lduatmg magna cum laude.

In 1928 she was hired l:.-_;;] Charlotte Hawkins Brown after some initial
reservations, arid founded the art d:partm:nt at Palmer Memaorial Institute in
[Morth Carolinal. As a prep school teacher, she coached a basketball team.
taughl folk dﬂﬂclng, and p|aHm:| the piano for church services. {Tlnl_:j one year
later, she was recruited to join the art chartmcnt at Howard University in
Wnﬁhington D.C., and remained as F-ru'F::!.m.:r ot dcﬁign and watercolor painting
until her retirement in 1977. While dcvcjopms her own work as an artist, she was
also known as an ﬂu!:!.l'anc!:inﬁ mentor.

In 19%4 Jones met Louis 'u'crgmaud Pierre=Noel, who would become a
prominent Haitian artist, while both were graduate students at Columbia
University. -T'}'ICH corrtapnndcc[ for almost twenty ycars before marrying in the
south of France in 1953, Jones and her husband lived in Washington, D.C. and
Haiti. Thr.H had no children. He died in 1982.

Her main source of ln:-piratmn was Céline Marie Tal:rarﬂl also a painter,
whom she worked with for many years. Tabarq submitted Jones’ Pamtinss for

consideration for |ury prizes since works b!i f;.!:rrcan-.—’kmcrman artists were not
alwaHs acccpted. Jones traveled exte nnr'\rr.|_5 with TabdrH, inc|ud|n5 to the South
of Prance, and thnH Frcquentl_g pmnh—.d ecach other. TH:-.H tausht art tagclh:r in
the 1940s

Jones's numerous oils and watercolors lnﬁp:rcci by Haiti are pmhab!y her most

w:d:l_nj known works. In many ot her Fie:cs one can see the influence of the Haitian
cu|ture, with its African |nﬂu:nc_c5, which rcinv:goratcd the way she looked at the
world. .

11n 1968 she documented work and interviews of Cﬂﬂtcmpnrarﬂ Haitian artists for
Howard University's *The Black Visual Arts* rescarch grant. And continued the
]:n‘ﬂ]r.ct in 1949 and 1970, travc!mg to eleven African countries. Her report
L.'tmﬁ‘.mpurarly African Art was Pqushcd in 1970 and in 1971 she delivered 1000




.'-||..‘[rn dmf L:-!]"I-.‘r ITI.!'."."FI-'IJ::.- to t|'|r Hnl\.'rr_a:.lhj a8 Fu|F4F|mrnt‘ n_'ri. t|"|r }T”U|¢-Tt. In 197%-74
she researched *Women artists of the Car ibbean and A o-American Artists.*

Her research |r|.'1f:-1rr'-r‘i Jones to ﬁl_qﬂt['!t:."rli‘:(‘. a }'.lnrJL.J of .;‘Jn:ug:'m and motits
that she combined in J.EFIE‘J.'_ com |:'|-|¢-.:-: compositions. Jones's return to African

themes in her wark of the me-t several decades coincided with tl‘ld_‘ i.'||.'|-:.|-;

-!--.,}:-r'r.:-..-.n':-n[shr movement in ?l‘lr United S5tates .:'Enr'..r'.g the 19605 .':'..lngFL.-il_:j

Integrating aspects of African mash 5, FI;:‘I.JI-!'."r and textiles inta her ~.-.1!'1r':1nt
L= - ] e

1
paintings, Jones continued to Frr.'rdqu exciting new works at an astonishing rate
[ 1
ot .-.P:.:d, even in her late -.-r;:hhr:'- and into her nineties
-
Jones felt that her greatest contribution to the art world was '|:|r'ru:..~.l of the
5

talent of blac |-. artists.” 'T'|"||: .r*t.Frl:'.a|'|-.-f‘a.mrrn-nn artist is impartant in the histor y of
F .

art and | 'r.-eu-'r :[-rmﬂn._ﬁt'ralcu{ It ].u{ WI..IIL'.IFIE; and |_1.i:r1tinu; here and all over the
world.” But her Fundr_ﬁ{ wish was to be known as an *artist*—without labels like
I'-|.:u‘.|-_ artist, or woman artist. She |'|.3:'- F1r.;-.1rfl_.-:_'e_-.:[ work that .e:.:.iu.u-.-s- her ;-nr]r in her

P 1
Atrican roots and American ancestry. Jones died June 21994 and is |7u_p.-n_-.7] on

Martha's Vineyard in the Oak Bluffs Cemetery
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ZORA NEAL HURSTON

Hurston was born to John and Lucy Ann Hurston on January 7, 1781 in

Notasuga, Alabama. Her Father was a Pr:achr.r. tenant farmer, and carpenter, and

her mother was a schoolteacher
The family moved to Eatonville, Florida, when she was three. It was one of

the first all-black towns to be inr.urp;:rra{-:r] in the United States. Hurston felt that
Eatonville was her true home. Hurston would later 5|c_:|r|':_|.:] Eatonville in her stories
as a place where African Americans could live, as they desired.

In 1904, Hurston’'s mother died and her Father married Matte Morge.
Hurston's Father and ste Pmr:rthr.r sent her to a boarding school in Jacksonville,
Florida. Hurston was r.vr.ntl..ta”ﬂ -::r.pr“r.cl from the school for lack of payment of
her tuition.

In 1917, Hurston attended the high school division af Morgan State
University. Pcrhnl::s to quahFH for a free high school education, the lé—Hcar—n;d
Hurston began claiming 1901 as her year of birth. she Sruduatcd from high school

in 1918.

Next Hurston attended Howard University. In 1925 received a ac.ho|arahip to
Barnard {Lo“r.gr., Columbia uniucrsitﬂ; where she was the Dn|!.:| black student She
5ru.—:|uatﬁr_‘| with a B.A. in anthropnb&q in 1928 at age 37. She did graduate work at
Columbia University and conducted fieldwork in African American folklore all aver
the south. Out of Hurston's Four novels, Their Eyes are watching God is often
considered to be her finest. In addition she Pui}hshcd more than 50 short stories,
phﬂs, and essays. she taug,ht for some years at what is now North Carolina
Central University and won a Gusgcnhe-m Fcllnwshlp to pursue her writing, In 1928,
5pnn50rcd by a wealthy p'nlianthrapr'at, Hurston immersed herself in the American
south and local cultural practices. She continued her research in lumber camps
and commented on the practice of white men in power taking black women as
sexual concubines, including having them bear children. This was later referred to
as *paramour rights.” Her book, Mules and Men, Fubllshcd in 1934 I:IFOSCI.‘I the
fact that the power structures white men had exercised over black women durmg
slavery had continued. Her work was often controversial and Hurston did subter
pe rsonal consequences.

In 1948, Hurston was falsely accused of molesting a 10-year-old boy.
Although the case was dismissed after Huston Frrcrduc-:d evidence that she was in
Honduras when the crime was to have occurred in the U.5., her Pcr:‘-una[ life was
5:rrou5|5 disruptcd L’H the scandal.

in the last decade of her life Hurston worked as a freelance writer. Sam
Nunn, editor of the Pittsbu re Courier engagcd her to cover the rlorida murder
trial of RubH McCollum. McCollum a wca|t|'15, married, black women was accused of
murdcrinsa Prnrnincnt. married, white doctor, and local Fnllhclan. McCollum
claimed the man had forced her have sex and bear his child.



LUnrortunately, knaowlcagc o ||
|m;:-|.|r'-r-:| a gag order an the defense and local residents, in the case. Hurston
maintained the town residents’ attitude had more to due with Dr. Adams’ .'sHv_-grrrE
invalvement with Sam Mc Collum's II_.".q!ﬁ'l!f!llﬂ_ﬂ operations. mMeCollum was convictec
and Hurston r!d not 5;:1- F.-'ud for her work because a_'.ljr- a pay :-||.-:~|:n_:h-. w|tL’1 her b
Instead, another |r_':urn.-:|15t whom she'd recruited for 'hr.li'- in covering the Lar'::-lm'..:'l,

wrote a best 5...-[||.|-|,_1-1 book using a ,-,i‘{.u_-.t-;i deal of Hurston's material. She received no

-:u:11p:n.-,.-!+:|un and c:nh_{ a brief :qc.km:-w|rdgrrnrnt in the book.
True to her character, Hurston, celebrated that *McC ollum’'s testimony mn

|'H.'r own a:]r.i::nsr rn.-ur's.cd thr ‘:H’,-.t time a woman nl: '.FFII.'I!H American :_‘||::i-1_‘fr1t Wan
allowed to testify as to the paternity of her child by a white man.” Hurston firmly
believed that Ruby McCallum's testimony sounc ed the death toll For ‘paramour

rights® in the Segregationist South.
In later life Hurston moved to Fort Pierce, Florida, taking |4':|.1-:- where she

uld find them. Financial difficulties Forced her to enter St. Lucie County
8 1360

co
welfare Home, where she suffered a stroke She died there on January 2
and was buried in an unmarked grave at the Garden of Heavenly Rest, Fort Pierce
Florida. In 1973 novelist Alice walker and literary scholar found an unmarked grave

in the Srnr.r.':l area where Hurston had been buried, and marked it as hers with a

P roper stone.
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ANNIE OAKLEY
*Aim at a high mark and you will hit it. No, not the first time, not the
second time and magbc not the third. But kccp on aiming and icc-r.P
on s-hc:lc:-ting for r:m|y Pructicc will make you Pch:c.t. Fiﬂa“H Hnu'” hit

the bu”'s-—c_q: of success.”

Annie Oakley was one of America's First female superstars. She overcame
poverty, pr:]udir_c, Physlcaﬂ sethacks and her inner mode sty to become a star
5|~rar|::5honté.r and a woman who broke barriers For other women in the
entertainment industrﬂ, and in the trapﬁhuutins, sport huntins and self-defense
arenas. She believed in and c:ampmgncd for women's rights to hold paid
rmpiﬂﬂmr_nt, earn :quaF pay, partfcipa te in :.Fmrt!-, and defend themselves in their
homes and on cﬁ_:j strects.

Annie came from humble Eegmning& and was born August 13, 1860, FPhoebe
Ann Mozy, in a cabin in Darke County, Ohio to Susan and Jacob Mozy. She was
one of seven children. Her Father died in 1865 and her mother ma rried Daniel
Brumba "'Sh' Her mother had another daugl':tr.r. with Mr. brunbaugh who died
shorfiﬂ thereafter.

At the age of nine, Annie was placed in the Drake County Infirmary in
March of 1870. Here she was taug!-lt to sew and decorate. 5Hart|ﬂ| thereafter, she
was “bound out” to a local family to |'1e||::r care For their infant son on the false
Pramisc of !:ii'-tﬂ cents a week. The r.oLrFr|e rca”H wanted someone to do manual
labor. The r_u-uFr|c was often mcnta"y and F‘hb‘“’":a'”‘:i abusive to Annie. On one
occasion, the wife got angry because Annie had fallen asleep while doing some
darmns. As a Funl:-i‘lmr.nt she F-ut her out in the cold without shoes. Annie
endured this c.rul:ll:ﬂ for two years until her mother married for a third time and
she was able to return home. Annie often referred to the couplc as *the wolves,”
but thought it too unkind to reveal their names.

AFtcr retu rnin5 hcrrnc, 5|‘1c became so F-rc':-i:icmnt‘ in hunt:ng, trappmg and
shootings she sold the game she shot for money to locals in Greenville, as well as
restaurants and hotels in southern Ohio. By age 15 she was able to pay off the
mortgage on her mother's farm. These activities made her a well-known F:gurc in

the region.

On Thanksgiwns Day in 1875 the bzlushman and Butler shooti ng act was

Pr.'_'r'ForminS in Cincinnati. PFrancis E. Butler {1850-1928), Part of the 5huutm5 act,
laced a $100 bet with Jack Frost, Cincinnati Hotel Owner, that he, Butler, could
beat any local I:am:y shooter. Frost accepted the bet and arrangcd the match.
Butler was shocked to see a Five-fFoot-tall, 15 year old Annie show up as his
nppon:nt. After missing on his lj'h 5h::rt, Butler lost the match and the bet.

Enamored with Annie, he soon I:rcﬁan courting her, and t‘hr__q married on August 13,



| the practice of Frunr_hins holes in a free event ticket h:ins referred to as an *Annie
Dal;itg.'

: exhibition wark, 5|'|arr'r1.5 money with her extended Farnilﬂ and giving, donations to

1876. Their marriage Praduccd no children but lasted more than halt a century.
In 1882 Butler's male Fmrt‘n.r:r Fell ill and Annie tock his Fll'!'-'f Annie

ddnptrd the stage name Oakely,. It is believed she took the name from the

Cincinnati's nrjghljnr!wﬂﬁcl of Uaklea where l'l'if.q had resided Ehﬂlﬂ'llj after fhi-‘lj

FETT - ] - Wiy :|I__".- - ap
BUFFALD BILLS WILD WEST-
bHeREss RoUsl RIBERS OF THE WoRLL

A

wWare marrrc(l.

In 1884 Chief Sitting Bull had the opportunity to watch Annie shoot. He
gave her the nickname of *Watanya Cicilla,” which translates into Little Sure Shot
This name was used in Pul:rllc advertisements thereafter.

in 188% Annie and Frank jDII‘Il‘.EI Du'F'Fa[LJ Bill's wild West show. However,
things didn't go well for Annie. An intense rlua]rﬂ developed between Annie and
another sharpshooter, Lillian Smith. Annie left the show as result, but returned
aftar Smith nvcntua”ﬂ left the show.

Dalr.[cq never failed to drilght her audiences with her feats of
marksmnnﬁhp One of D;!H.:H s most Famous tricks was her ability to repeatcd]y
"i-PIIt‘ a Praﬂﬂqg Lard on= c&sr and le: -u:w:ral more !’m[as in TE‘IE card l'.'!t"FDFC it
could touch the _grc:-und. This was done with a .22 caliber rifle at a distance of 90
feet. Other tricks included ﬁhouting off the end of a cigarctte held in her
husband's Fips., and 5hucxtin5 distant targets while |oc|r.|n5='nl:ﬂ a mirror. She would
also shoot holes thr'uugh cards thrown into the air before tth landed, Inspiring

Oaklcﬂ Was a h::ll:l earner for the wild west Show and via her additional

charities for DfPi’LElﬂﬂ. Druring world war I, Dalclcy volunteered to organize a
resiment of female 5|'|-ar|::ns|'|aﬂl:ens, but her Pr.t'rticrn was ig_nurcd, 50, instead, she
H:]Fr_d to raise money for the Red Cross with exhibition money at army camps.
Buffalo Bill took his wild west show to E.uropr. where Annie [.-f_anrmcd
before Queen Victoria of the United Kinsr:{{:rm, King Umberto | of !talH, President

Marie Francois Sadi Carnot of France and other crowned heads of state.

Irnpr:ns.r_cf Eﬂ Cjalr.lc_q'ﬁ ﬁuFu:rI.'J aim, German Kaiser wilhelm i, asked her to shoot
the ashes off of a cigarette while he was huiding it in his mouth. This incident with
the Kaiser let to a bit of controversy For Annie. Accordins to her Foundation,
*Some uncharitable Fcﬂplc upon |carnin5 of this event later ventured that if Annie
and shot Wilhelm and not his cigarette, she could have Frcventcd world war 1.
Un'FartunatelH, this quol’e wWas Wich_Lj: rapeatcd but wrongly attributed to Annie
herself. After the outbreak of world war I, Annie sent a letter to the Kaiser
r:questing a second 5Fm|:, but the Kaiser did not rr_-s-l:mm:l.

Gak]cﬂ Framutcd the service of women in combat operations for the United
States armed forces. She wrote a letter to President william M¢K|n|¢H an H\prr'| v
1898, ‘G”crinsthc government the services of a company of 50 '[ad!.j

5harFu!'|oal:ers' who would Frov'rc!a their own arms and ammunition should the U5




Zo to war with :_-'.uF.unn
The Spanish-American War did occur, but Oakley's offer was not

accepted. Theodore I{ﬂuﬁ:tr_lt, :'Ju:l, however, name his volunteer c;w.:lr_:f the
"Rough Riders® after the *Buffalo Bill's wild West and Congress of F{-::-ug-.h Riders
of the World® where Oakley was a major star.

The cc.\uplr. toured with the show for more than a decade and a half, with
Oakley receiving the spotlight and top billing while Butler worked as her manager,
assisting ('}aL:|-r._i:; with her stunning -:]::-Fh':_Ljﬁ of m;irhﬁmanshnp.

Abter Oakley and Butler were in a railroad accident in 1901, she was
Partn”q F_mrnluf._cd for a time, qct she recovered and continued to Pv:r!'urm She
did stage work in the 1903% m:|udrama The Western Girl, and |n|m--[ the Young
Buffale show in 1911. Oakley and Butler retired in 1913 settling in Cambridge,
Mar_:ﬂanrf, 4!1'1& ::.:Ioptm_g a d'-_’b' Dave who would become P.:.rt of their later shows.

During her retirement, L‘rchq pur-i-ur‘] such hobbies as huntlns and Fm:l'lmg
and taught marksmanship to other women. In the early 1920's Oakley and Butler

were -m-uhrcl In a car ac r_nr_‘lcnr n wh:; h tl’h:Ll were I'.*q.:th -irkrrrluf huli but she did

manage to Pcriu:m again for a time in 1924.

Her Ph:[ﬁnthruprc worli. .:!..::nr qun‘t!q, was often overlooked. She Eclpcd
orphans, widows, and young women who wanted to further their education. She
gave benefit exhibitions in addition to making her own Financial contributions for
these causes. There is evidence to show that she funded college and Prﬁf:ﬁf-lc\nal

training For at least 20 young women.
Annie continued to set records in her 60's even atter 4uH‘er|nq a

de h:fut.—xtmg automobile accident that caused her to wear a steel brace on her r:ght

|:5.
Annie Cﬂaklc.:_{. died on November %, 1926, in f‘rl’ﬂtﬂ'ﬁ'l”t, Ohio. The news of

her death saddened the nation and brc:uﬁht farth a wave of tributes. Butler died

on November 23, 1926.
*God intended women to be outside as well as men, and they

do not know what th-:H are missing when thcﬂ stay aoapcd up in the

Fm-u&.:."
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A FEW TAOIST WOMEN

Among rr:|1gmn.4, Taoism is unique in that it has a|w.:|95 included intrinsic
Feminine qua|it|cu of the divine bH incorporating internal Fr,-sﬂchﬂngrraf, sprritual
-:hangcs encouraging both women to be more :mpnw:r’r.ci. Taoism has a]wa_g:-
recognized God has two sides, female and male, also known as Yin and Yang.

Yin aspects of Taoist mchah:rEH and practice have focused on internal
regencration and gpirituaf refinement. while both Princi]}ics are necessary for
both men and women, there are differences in app|icatiﬂn of practices for each.

There are several women who have been most influential in the teachings
and |c5¢ nds of Taocism. However, actual documentation of their |:"|.rc,5, works and
tcacl‘:lngn are scarce. Reasons for this are said to be contained in the Chan
Buddhist belief that a true Female adept *enters the water without a r'i]::lplr_',' and
the *the skilled artisan leaves no trace.” Thereis a fundamental belief of caution
that is common among many rnl:’gions that promote secrecy and Suardcdncss of
their innermost tcachinss. This is also true of the Pract‘iu:l:s of Taoism among
seckers.

Taoists generally believe that knowledge is power and power is often the
bane of the human condition. One need ﬂan to turn on any currént news program
to be bombarded bﬂ power sfrusgh-_s in all levels of our current society and world.
Another common concern of tcaching the Fractices of Taoism is qF:ninE the door
to unbridled Srccd. Again the I'IIHI‘GI'H of wall Street is Fraug’wt with it, and in
recent years we have had the real estate bubble burst and the take over of almost
every part of our modern society |35 i}is government and IarE!: rndustrﬂ_ We also
have the problem of greed on an individual level as well. we have teachers cheating
to allow their students to get hisl‘u:r scores on achievement tests, we have
recorded votes of persons who reside in local cemeteries, and recent home
invasion statistics as rcpar’t:d !:5 the federal government are up 37% From the
year 2012 to 2013, Accordins to Taoists, and maniy other ::rr'sanizcd groups we have
the breakdown of grceﬁ into violence...some Purpam:i:uh some wanton, One neads
“"LH to look at the record number of murders committed in C!‘Ii::ﬂgo over Easter
weekend of 2014 to wonder if this is indeed true. r'ina"H, there is the Taoist belief
that Enaw[r:dgc may be power, but L’.ﬁnw|:d5= does not neceaaarila evolve into
wisdom. This idea had crept into Fapular fiction and entertainment. It is one of
the themes of a current television show entitled, *Belief.” This is the st::-r'ﬂ of a
secret organization that has identified children with unusual 5th5 and is using
scientific methods to test and d:vc|ap those 5iFt5 in those individuals. A few of
the organization members have qucstiancd the motives of the head of the
organization and have tﬁl.‘.aFint:i with one of the Sir—t:d children, a little 5-'r|. The
organization is attempting to turn all the giftcd children under its care into
weapons to be sold to the Iﬂishtst bidder.

The Taoist women Featured below are from the first to the twelfth centurﬂ.

Some of the women are more documentable than others.




SUN BU-ER

Sun Bu-er is one of the most beloved real women of Taocism and has
become mixed with Chinese lore as well. Her Taoist title is Free and Clear Human
I.":.-_-ing.
In documented i‘lidl‘ur'a Sun Bu-er |wc-:| in the twelfth century. She was
married and both she and her husband were diﬁciplcs to a Taoist master named
Wang Zu. She had three children and didn’t devote herself solely to Taoism until
age 51.
Sun Bu-er's devotion to Taoism Ercg,an with a dream of her husband's. In
his dream he met the Famed Wang Zhu. tn the dream, Wang Zhu talked Exl'l!ﬂ:'iihrl:]l:]
to Ma, Sun’s husband, tc]iing him how to become n:a“H alive. .S-ul:-ﬁv:-:'ur.nﬂ_tj. Ma
went to Wang Zhu and became his student. One daﬂ Wang came to Sun and Ma’s
home when Ma was away. Frctcndlng to be drunk, Wang ﬂa_ggcrccl across their
caurtﬁard, into their bedroom and Fell, in a drunken stupor on their bed. Alarmed,
Sun t{:rclccd Wang into t:l'u: room u:r'ltrl her |'ru:ti:.|ar|c| retu rrlcd |1crrm-,. WI'Il:r‘I H‘l:H
unlocked the door togr,thcr_. thca found no one was there. T th then went to
where Wang was staying and found him fast as|eep.

Sun became a student of WanE. He tau5|'1t her the way af ure, serenc
awareness and other Taoist arts. Later Sun would also ﬁtur:iﬂ witE an advanced
adcpt who was said to be a teacher uF Wang Zhu.

Sun Bu-er attracted a group of followers but was better known for her
talent of divination. Sun Bu-er is also known for her writings. Prior to Thomas
C]cnrl_q cr_‘litmg and trnnulatlns these writings in his book, IMMORTAL SISTERS,
Secret Ttﬂf.]'tings of Taoist Women, many of these verses have remained IarsetH

secret.
It is believed Taoist adcpts, some known, and some unknown gave many of

these writins& to her. These texts outline the method for rl:.atr.Hrl't‘i_rr a state of b:rng
where one can transcend the cause and effects of human c:}nditianins_
A translated r_xamplr_ applicable to both men and women reads follows:

*Before our badg c:-r.iat¢.r:],

One energy was ﬂll’EﬂdH there.

Like Jadc, more lustrous as it's Pﬂliuhtd,
Like G;}H, |:rri5|'bh:r as it's refined.

Sw:.cp clear the ocean of birth and d.-:ati'l,
Stay Firm !:'H the door of total mastery

A Fartic': at the ant of open awareness,
The gentle firing is warm.”

Sun Bu_er also wrote verses to |'i¢fp women transform intcrnauﬂ.
A translation of one such verse I:i_::] Thomas Cfcarg Follows.

A apringiil&: autumn's ba|m5 breeze reaches afar.
The sun shines on the house of the recluse.

South of the FIvVer;

They encourage the December apricots

To burst into bloom:

A simprc hearted persan

Faces unﬁimplchcarﬂ:{f flowers.”




THE HOLY MOTHER OF DONLING

The story of this adcpt originates from the Fourth century C.E. This young
;a,.;{:f:.t was a Follower of Fan Yungiao. This adcpt was in a difficult marriage. Her

husband did not believe in Tacism and was a|wa_tj5 getting angry at her attempts to

F.!rar_l'lc:: it.
Dt‘-ﬁ}:‘ltt‘! her husband’s Fcc|rn55. she often felt compr”cc[ to leave their

home to heal the sick and do various other tl':mg's to be of }:c[p to Pcop|c.

l'ir'la”!_jr her husband had had cncush, denounced his wife to the local
magistrate and had her thrown into prison. After a short time in prison, she
exercised the art of disappearance attributed to a certain class of Taoist ;l.-:icpts
an:l ‘ch out 1;:'{: t|'u: window G'F tf-u: F.rrl:.:_':n,' |e.a'urn5 ﬂnlﬂ hcr ﬁ.hccs brhmd.

word of this feat soon aPrcad and this ﬂdcpt became known as the Mother
af Danghng. Shrines were set up to her in many F-|ncc5 and those sr.-.:kms; h|:||::
would Find it l:uj makins m_rpl;m]ica'ciﬂn at one of these shrines. It was said that if a
bird were present at the shrine at the same time a person was there aeckﬁng to find
the idcntitﬂ of a thief, the bird would F|_|.g to the thief who had stolen the ni'rjcr.tf- in
questiﬂn. The overall result was that crime in this region was drastic a||H reduced.

In Scncra[r Taoism 15 r;::m::rn:d with both men and wOomen, and with the
female and male nature of the divine. It is concerned with practicing the true

nature of human ]ii:.:, which is ﬁplrit.

THE WIFE OF CHEN WEI

This is the story of the wife of Chen Wei, a high- ranking official of Han
clﬂnaatﬂ. Like many women healers, shamans and a-r:lr,pt,s her name seems to have
been lost to the sands of time. However, this woman was adcpt in the Taoist arts.
Some of these included transmutations and communications with .5|::irit5.
ai'lv.|;:n|;3r:1r-un:n":lhr:@J she was also ad:Ft at Lctping. these things hidden from her husband.
AccidanH discovered l;-H her husband while she was Fcharmfng an a|r_|1emﬂ task,
he was astonished to learn of her Eif-ts and immcdiat:|H wanted her to teach him.
She refused. Angry at her refusal he demanded to know WHH. She s:mp'H told him
that such attainments were alreadﬂ Prcscnt at birth and then when -:a"-:&. the
person had to heed the call to follow her destiny.

Not wi"ins to .'!CCCFI.' her ¢RFL’-!I'IBHDI'I Chcng tried al‘lawerins her with sif-ts
and kind treatment. When this failed he decided to threaten her with violence. She
then told him the person had to be suitable, and lacking suitability, all the secrets
and knuwlcdgc would be of no use to him.

Fina”H, she resorted to prctcnding to go mad and covered her Badg with
mud. She then *left her body and vanished.”
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MARION WOODMAN
Marion Wmtdman was born August 15, 1928, in Ontario, Can
rcn:gmzr:‘] her as academically g_sl"tm:l and began her intellectual education at age
three. By the time she was nicl-r.nough to attend school, she was 5L.iPPEd to grade
three. At age six, she lacked cinvelr:npmcntullﬂ what other schoolmates’ aged cight
or nine had alrcad_:}p achieved. This rl:\-clﬂFmr.ntal gap created Fc:llngﬁ. of

||-|Frru:|nhj within her and she panc‘] as little attention to her i‘rr_u‘:lfj as she r_cuuH. At
ke and ncarlu} died. She had no idea what was

.-‘u"u Her Jr-al']'lcf

age F1¥tcr.n she Sol: severe sunstro
hap;‘:emns ta her. After that she was forced to Pay more attention to what was

going on with her bady. She believes out of this she has .:;-:vc!opcd a lite long
Patt:rn of God .-.Peai-uns to her thrn‘.-ugh illness. She describes herself as 5¢1in5
along without a care in the world until she is suddenly Pu“-:d' down by some
rnala.r']ﬂ. 'T'Hrauglw cnprru:nring, several different ilinesses and also Dl“ncnlng‘ these
same patterns in others she conr_ludcd the IJ'r_'rdH must be involved in one's
Fﬁﬂuho|u5ica| healing, because the body can hold on to memories and images that
are otherwise inaccessible. She has found dream images combined with bodywork
are often the keys to healing.

In 1968, while she was traveling in India, a debilitating illness brought her to
a crisis and
chang:rl her rciati-;;nahip with her br:.-..:lH and her Western culture.

She is married to Ross Woodman who is Professor Emeritus at the
Unw:rﬁirﬂ of Western Ontario.

in the early 1970's she and her husband, moved to London, Engﬂand where
he studied at London University. It was there she met E.A. Bennet, a Jungian
analyst who transformed her life 'ng helping her distance herself cnuu5h from her
intellect to get in touch with her own feelings.

For the first twenty-five years of her adult life Marion was an English teacher.
She thoroughly cnjuﬂt{! it, but during that time she Sraduﬂug dcve|oped edema,
She was starving herself trying to remain thin. but to no avail. She felt she was
bcins punlshed for some unknown crime.

Unbeknownst to her, she was allergic to a eriad of Foods, but she was too
disconnected From her body to know what was needed. Her dreams began to guide
her towards a solution. She had to let go of her vision of her self as a victim and
discover what was wrong with the choices she was making. In short, she had to
grow up. 5he became desperate with har condition of edema before she was willing
to risk change. Her dreams 5u5g¢5tcd she would find the answers to her edema
through the training she would do in Zurich en route to becoming a Jungian
analyst. ultimately, she was in such agony, she left the tcaschmg_]ab she loved and
took leave of her husband—not knowing if their marriage would survive—and went

to Zurich. She be‘;_z'an to listen to her bo&y tnkmga crucial step in her learning to

live her own life.
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Marion ".-’i-'l_'u-.-;h:jlr'l1,|.". has become a writer,
The Marion "-'u'-.u'u‘l.r"nr‘. T \'-l_ar‘.n‘].!tu:.-n.

n .:1r'|.|il;i."|-=. She |-|r.||_'1rn*: to e_-.-'.!.n"l.-||-_=i'|

.'|r'||_| aJunga
d authors an analytic al and feminine f'-:-.ljn:"'uﬂ-::-h-gq A,

She is one of the most wlr_{r]e! rea

duate of the C. G. __Iunl'g‘ institute rc_-i- F |.:r|-.'hI Ms. Woodman is the author of the

* 1 l.'r'ﬁ'l!'l_:;‘__" |:1nn|-..‘.:

- =t s { - J
The Owl Was a ﬁ."*‘_‘f’_ﬂ"ﬁ p;;uqht.-.-- i _J}nr_-_:sr;l\:_. Anorexia Nervosa, and t.in- H.'rlnr.-.-i sad

FPeminine, 1980 Inner City Books

| " 8 I - ; i ’
Addiction to Perfection: The still tunravished Bride, 1982 Inner City Books.

The Pregnant Virgin: A Process of Fsyc rc:ur:'a‘;{n-.u.lr Transformation, 1985 Inner City

Books .

The R'.-}l.-.'fll_.;a:-:f Bridegroom: Masculinity in Women, 1990 Inner City Books.

Leaving My Fathar's House: A Journcy to Conscious Pemininity (< o-authored with
1992 .':)hal'l'lhhﬂla Publication

Kate Danson, Mary Hamilton, Rita Greer Allen),

Conscious Fe 199% Inner City Books

Lrancing in the Flames: The Dark Goddess in the I'ransformation of
authored with Elinor Dickson), 1976 shambhala Publications.

mininiky: Interviews with Marion We sadman,

Consciousness (co-
Coming Home to .ll.-!_g,'srj".-‘-. Daily Reflections for a Woman's B
authored with Jill "-11'.”I{'_L‘l_\-, .-"l-.}:ar'r| 2001, Conari Press.

The Maiden King: The Reunion of Masculine and Feminine (

Robert E"l.’i-:" November 1998, Henry Holt & Co.

. .
:'.-dr:; and Soul (co-

cu.'.-—:juthnrm'] 'u.1th

Bone: Dying into 1 ife=, 2000 ‘-.-'iL.inn; Press.
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Dr. TINA STROBOS
Tina Strobos was a Dutch Fi‘lﬂﬁicran and child Psﬂchiatrlst w!ﬁ:.:, while a
medical student .:qumg world war Ii [uwn_g; in Amsterdam, h:'Fed shelter more than
100 Jewish r:f-ugr.r..-, as part of the Dutch resistance durm_gt:'lr. Nazi occupation ot
The Netherlands. In 2009, Strobos was honored for her work l'!—_H the Holocaust
Yy a nd Human R|5+|t:-|. Education Center of New York

'_\q Her actions as a Yyoung medical student were FﬂﬂiJsﬁrlﬂd as :xrrnordinnrﬂ
1 by Holocaust organizations like Yad vashem, which listed her with other rescuers
| as one of the R'rshl'r:-;:-us Among the Nations.
Dr. Strobos was born Tineke Buchter in Amsterdam on May 12, 1920, the
daughtcr of Ms. Schotte and A[phonsc Buchter, who later divorced.
1 The Nazis closed her school while Dr. Strobos was #fUdHIHE medicine

to EtudH i'lcr rtn:diu:.ﬂ] hunl‘.ﬁ while work:ng F-DF t}u-. unr_lr.rsrr}u nd.

¥

51 . because she and other students refused to sign a loﬂ.ﬂty oath. But she continued
l

- “You have to be a little bit selfish and look after Hnurachc; otherwise you
-':Z'Z__-" _]Uﬁt die inside, you burn out,” she said.

.E-trobaa was wr.”—cdun:atl:d ans:! Flucnt in German. At one time aht har:i a

1 | ol Jewish Flanr_&, Abraham Fais, whom she did not marry and who went on to become
a Fartltlc Fhﬂmcmt‘.

Duriﬂg tl‘le German ncr_upahnn n'F 1:|'|.: N:t|‘1¢r|and5 ]:n,-_twccn 1240 ;md 1943,
| _ Struhus, togct}:cr with her mr.:rthcr, Marie Schotte and grandmﬂther, set up a
-Igz -'qul s!-:mr.tuarﬂ in their home which shelte red over 100 _Jc\l.'|5|‘1 rcFuE‘ccs—Fnur or !:Fw: at

a bime in a g,chd attic in their home.

Their home was a thr:c-ﬁtnrg bcmrding_ house at 252 Nicuwcrijda
"v"ﬂc'll'l:lurgwnl located behind the RoHa| Palace in the heart of Amsterdam.

A carPcntcr came with a toolbox one l.'lalj and 5a|d, "ma ::ar'Fn:ntr.r From
the undcrgrﬂund,' * Dr. Strobaos recalled in a 2009 interview with The New York
Times. * ‘Show me your house and I'll build a |'nc']ir15 F|acc.' o

The rcl:us::ﬁ- sd'aﬂccl on the upper floors and attic of the Fami|ﬂ'5 hnardins

Hnus:, where there was also a secret compartment for hiding two or three F‘CC"F“l‘:-

A changins cast of Jews, Communists and other cnclahgcrcd individuals

:-J:rcnt ciag:- or weeks on the upper Floors.

If the Gcatapo visntcdi an alarm bell on the second Hoor allowed Dr.
Strobos and her mother to alert the Fusitiuca.

Thtﬂ also drilled them in ciamb¢rin5 out a window to the roof to reach the

relative 5aFcty of an adjnrnins school. Most Jews 5taﬂcd in the hideout for brief

. Penads until the Duteh resistance could find more reliable sanctuaries.

*We never hid more than four or five at a time," Dr. Strobos said. *we
didn't have cnnusl‘l food.*

The Gcstapo searched the rooming house several times. But Dr. Strnbos, a

™
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3 l:a”, &a'Ft-!-PGlu'.n woman, bcsui[cd the Germans with her ”ucnca in their languasc
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Amungti;r. Jews she |'1.-:1|::z:d hide was a close Friend, Tirtsah Van

Amerongen; an Orthodox v.'.-:luP[-: with Five children whe hrﬂug}lr their own kasher
Fcu::ld; and her Fiancé For a time, the partrcfc phﬂmcmt Abraham Pais. THCH also hid
artist Martin Monnickendam (1874-1943.)

Her Erandmuth:r had a radio transmitter hidden in the t‘mum.-., which was
used to send clandestine messages from the underground to Britain.

Strobos said of her gra ndmother, *She is the an1y person | know who

scared the Gestapo.®

e Dr. Strobos rode her l-nc_::|1:.|= for miles outside the city to carry ration
E ‘@% stamps to Jews hiding on Farms. She transported radios to resistance fighters and
stashed their guns. She created fake identity cards — ones that were not stamped
with a J — either by stealing Photngr;qphn and Fingerprin'ced documents from
legitimate guests at the boarding house or making deals with pickpoc kets to swipe
documents From railway travelers.

She was cold and hungry when she took those risks and was interrogated
nine times 1-:_|:|. the Gestapo. Once, she was |c{:t unconscious after an official threw
her against a wall.

“It's the right thing to do,” she said when asked why she had taken such
gambles.

*Your conscience tells you to do it. | believe in heroism, and when you're
young you want to do danscrauﬁ thrngs.'

Their house was on|5 a ten-minute walk from Anne Frank's house at 263

F‘rrnﬁensrar_i'lt. Amsterdram.
1 Dr. Strobos finished her medical dcgrr.: after the war and studied
-ngr_[-.iatrﬁ with Anna Freud in Londen. In the c.ar!H 1950s, she and h:r First
husband, Robert Strobes, a neurologist, traveled to New York, where she
cﬂmFieted her rcaidcncH in Puychjatr_q and neu roin&q at Westchester Medical
~ =4 Center in valhalla. Ti-rcﬂ divorced in 196+,

35 In 1967 she married Walter Chudson, an economist, who died in 2002.

- _] Donna Cohen, executive director of the Holocaust and Human Rights

I -~ BEducation Center in White F’ainu, said that Dr. Strobos found ways to hc||:l the
== beleasunrnd thrcughnut her life.

0

_..5|'1c worked as a Famr]ﬂ Psgchiatrist, 5Fu:r,ia|izin5 in the me_ntaHH im];:aircd, Ms.

B Cohen said, and used her modest fame to speak out against the torture of

I terrorists. After Hurricane Katrina, when she was in her 80s, she worked

'-'i! diligcntlﬂ, thous]'i unﬁucccssl:uuy, to find homes for diﬁplaccd Southerners at her
U senior-citizens residence in Rye.

'. She and her mother, Marie Schotte, were awarded the Righteous Among

| the Nations Award by Yad Vashem in 1989.Tina Strobos died on February 27, 2012

§ in Rye, New vork of cancer. She was surround ]:n_l_.| FEH‘I'II!H.
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